
I am writing to oppose proposed changes to allow more consolidation
in broadcast media in the United States.  I beleive that allowing
further consolidation in the broadcast industry will in the long
run work against the democratic fundamentals of our country.
Although I do appreciate the arguement that the public has more
options for news and entertainment in the age of internet, cable,
and satelite TV I strongly disagree with the concept that minority
viewpoints are readily available to the public.  In many ways the
proliferation of communication methods has seen the most dominant
information distribution systems fall into fewer and fewer hands.
Additionally the broadcast industry has seemingly become less
concerned with its obligations to the public of providing equitable
and in-depth coverage of the issues that are facing our country.

In my view the broadcast and newspaper industries are already too
consolidated.  Certainly proposals to ease the controll of the
public airwaves (and they are the public's domain after all) into
the hands of fewer individuals is unwise and undemocratic.  I hope
the commission realizes that this is an important issue to many
people and opposes further de-regulation.


